United States. In concentrating on diplomatic elites and to a lesser extent the mainstream press, scholars have paid little attention to black voices in transatlantic political dialogue. The strength of African American opposition both to the Fulton speech and to proposed US financial aid to Britain nonetheless demonstrates the fragility of popular support for the nascent Anglo-American alliance. Viewed from a post-Cold War perspective, the Special Relationship seems preordained. Yet by resisting the temptation to read history backwards and focusing on events and their interpretation at the time, the emergence of the AngloAmerican alliance appears much more contingent. Historians have demonstrated the apathy, scepticism and outright hostility on both sides of the Atlantic to Churchill's speech. 2 The most clamorous opposition of all came from African Americans and their arguments against an alliance with Britain placed far greater emphasis on issues of race and empire.
Black antipathy focused directly on the personality and politics of Churchill. African Americans angrily accused him of undermining the cause of freedom and democracy for which Allied forces were supposedly fighting. 5 At a time when their own government moderated its criticism of British imperialism, African Americans were unrestrained in condemning Churchill for his selective application of the Charter. In response to the Prime Minister's proclamation that he would not oversee the disintegration of the British Empire, the Chicago Defender asserted that, 'Black America is truly shocked by the bold and brazen stand by Churchill. We have never known or believed him a friend but we hoped that he as well as the world is learning about democracy from the very "blood sweat and tears" of war.' what it interpreted as an attempt by the British to re-establish the pre-war imperial order through the surrogate rule of the United States. 8 Black newspaper columnists sounded the same notes of criticism. If Churchill had his way, they concluded, American troopsincluding African Americans-would be the ones deployed to suppress nationalist protest in Burma, India and Palestine. 9 In an admittedly outrageous caricature of British society that emphasised class as much as race, black trade union leader Ferdinand C. Smith proclaimed that Churchill expected Americans who had 'just fought a war to destroy fascism and tyranny' to 'send their sons to die to preserve "prerogative" British lords, dukes and earls, still plotting in their many castles to suppress the natural aspirations of the Indian, African, Chinese and Indonesian people'. 10 Black political leader and polymath W. E. B. Du Bois similarly and more succinctly described Churchill's speech as 'this siren song of the British aristocracy' luring American soldiers to their deaths in foreign lands.
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The black press also dismissed Churchill's rationalisation for an Anglo-American alliance as a buttress against the global threat posed by the Soviet Union, regarding this as a smokescreen meant to conceal the white supremacist doctrine that underpinned the speech. Hitler. As one editorial asserted, Bevin was 'a rowdy who speaks gutter-snipe billingsgate to propagate anti-semitism and to slur one of the many peoples which are America's glory'.
39
The African American press also reacted angrily to reports that the Labour government was actually attempting to aggrandise Britain's overseas empire. Black newspapers condemned a proposal from Bevin to annex the Ethiopian region of Ogaden, under military control since the defeat of Italian forces during the war, to a united Somali state governed by British colonial administrators. 40 Although Britain abandoned the plan in the face of opposition from Washington, the African American press continued to report regularly on the suppression of nationalist uprisings in other parts of the British Empire, which it regarded as a betrayal of Attlee's wartime rhetoric. 41 Although the Prime Minister eventually received praise for securing Indian independence in 1947, the black press condemned the new public works programme instituted to improve its economy as coming 'close to a system of slave labor'.
42
The failure of the Labour government to fulfil African Americans' expectations convinced them that the British were all, regardless of party political affiliation, untrustworthy imperialists. As the Cleveland Call and Post concluded, 'They do not intend to give in one inch in granting improved citizenship to these people unless they are absolutely forced to do so.' 43 The the article began in a manner familiar to readers only to off-balance them by continuing, 'just in the same way as we are more critical of our families than of our friends'. Britain, the newspaper proclaimed, was a force for good in the world. First, long before the United States intervened in the Second World War, it had endured terrible deprivation as it stood alone in the fight against fascism; now it was also an ally in another conflict to defend democracy, this time from communism. 'Anglo-American understanding is more than something we should merely want, or something for which, merely in our spare time we ought to work. It is an essential to our way of life-for whether we like it or not, no other country is as close to our ideals and our fundamental beliefs in the sanctity of the individual and the responsibility of 
